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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The spacing of the lines of the specification is such as to make reading and entry of 
amendments difficult. New application papers with lines double spaced on good quality paper 
are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claim 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent No.6, 
324,644 by Rakavy et al. 

In claim 1, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method comprising: 

accessing a server data processing system, by a client data processing system, via a data 
processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 
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requesting over the data processing system network an execution of a hardware setup 
program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

receiving, in the client data processing system, one or more dynamic link modules for a 
hardware setup operation (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing system 
according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data processing 
system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 2, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 1, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running on the client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating system (Col 
11, lines 30-40). 

In claim 3, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 1, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 

configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 4, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 1, wherein: 
if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system does not 

exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 

program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS program 

to perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 

In claim 5, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method comprising: 
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allowing a client data processing system to access a server data processing system via a 
data processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

receiving a request over the data processing system network for an execution of a 
hardware setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

executing the hardware setup program on the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 

5-15); 

sending to the client data processing system one or more dynamic link modules for the 
hardware setup operation (Col 9, lines 25-35); and 

modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing system 
according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data processing 
system (Col 9, lines 25-35). 

For claim 6, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 5, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating system (Col 
11, lines 30-40). 

In claim 7, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 5, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 

configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 8, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 5, wherein: 
if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system does not 

exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 
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program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS program 
to perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 

In claim 9, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method comprising: 

accessing a server data processing system, by a client data processing system, via a data 
processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

requesting over the data processing system network an execution of a hardware setup 
program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

receiving, in the client data processing system, one or more library files containing 
libraries used in executing the hardware setup program and/or one or more device driver files 
containing device drivers used in executing the hardware setup program (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing system 
according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data processing 
system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 10, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 9, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running or a client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating system (Col 
11, lines 30-40). 

In claim 11, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 9, wherein: 
the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 
configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 12, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 9, wherein: 
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if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system does not 
exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 
program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS program 
to perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 

In claim 13, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method comprising: 

allowing a client data processing system to access a server data processing system via a 
data processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

receiving a request over the data processing system network for an execution of a 
hardware setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

executing the hardware setup program on the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 

5-15); 

sending to the client data processing system one or more library files containing libraries 
used in executing the hardware setup program, one or more device driver files containing device 
drivers used in executing the hardware setup program (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing system 
according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data processing 
system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 14, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 13, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating system (Col 
11, lines 30-40). 
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In claim 15, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 13, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 
configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 16, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup method of Claim 13, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system does not 
exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 
program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS program 
to perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 

In claim 17, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product for 
hardware setup, comprising: 

instructions for accessing a server data processing system, by a client data processing 
system, via a data processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

instructions for requesting over the data processing system network an execution of a 
hardware setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

instructions for receiving, in the client data processing system, one or more dynamic link 
modules for a hardware setup operation (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

instructions for modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing 
system according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data 
processing system (Col 9, lines 25-35). 

For claim 18, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product of Claim 
17, wherein: 
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if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running on the client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating system (Col 
11, lines 30-40). 

In claim 19, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product of Claim 
17, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 
configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 20, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product of Claim 
17, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation, required by the client data processing system does not 
exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 
program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS 8 
program to-perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 

In claim 2 1 , Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product for 
hardware setup, comprising: 

instructions for allowing a client data processing system to access a server data 
processing system via a data processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

instructions for receiving a request over the data processing system network for an 
execution of a hardware setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

instructions for executing the hardware setup program on the server data processing 
system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 
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instructions for sending to the client data processing system one or more dynamic link 
modules for the hardware setup operation (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

instructions for modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing 
system according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data 
processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 22, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product of Claim 
21, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating system (Col 
11, lines 30-40). 

In claim 23, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product of Claim 
21, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 
configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 24, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system program product of Claim 
21, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system does not 
exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 
program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS 
program to perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 

In claim 25, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system comprising: 
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means for accessing a server data processing system, by a client data processing system, 
via a data processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

means for requesting over the data processing system network an execution of a hardware 
setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

means for receiving, in the client data processing system, one or more dynamic link 
modules for a hardware setup operation (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

means for modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing 
system according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data 
processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 26, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system of Claim 25, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running on the client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating system (Col 
11, lines 30-40). 

In claim 27, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system of Claim 25, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 

configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 28, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system of Claim 25, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system does not 

exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 

program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS 

program to perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 
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In claim 29, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system comprising: 

means for accessing a server data processing system, by a client data processing system, 
via a data processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

means for receiving a request over the data processing system network for an execution 
of a hardware setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 5-15); 

means for fulfilling the request over the data processing system network for the execution 
of the hardware setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

means for sending to the client data processing system one or more dynamic link modules 
for the hardware setup operation (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

means for modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing 
system according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data 
processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 30, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system of Claim 29, wherein: 
if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system exists on an 
operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup program 
performs the hardware setup operation by using a service provided by the operating 
system (Col 11, lines 30-40). 

In claim 31, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system of Claim 29, wherein: 
the hardware setup operation is performed by changing one or more items of hardware 
configuration data on the client data processing system (Col 10, lines 1-10). 

For claim 32, Rakavy teaches about a hardware setup system of Claim 29, wherein: 
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if the hardware setup operation required by the client data processing system does not 
exist on an operating system running on a client data processing system, the hardware setup 
program calls a BIOS program on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS program 
to perform the hardware setup operation (Col 10, lines 60-67). 

In claim 33, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system, comprising: 

a CPU, a main memory, an external storage device, and a network connection device, 
wherein the external storage device is a recording medium containing a data processing system 
program product; the data processing system program product having instructions for (Fig 2): 

accessing a server data processing system, by a client data processing system, via a data 
processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

requesting over the data processing system network an execution of a hardware setup 
program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

receiving, in the client data processing system, one or more dynamic link modules for a 
hardware setup operation (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing system 
according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data processing 
system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 34, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system of Claim 33, further 
comprising a reader for reading in the recorded contents of the recording medium (Fig 2,150). 

In claim 35, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system according to Claim 33, 
wherein said reader is a portable recording medium reader (Fig 2, 150). 

For claim 36, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system according to Claim 33, 
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wherein said reader is a network connection device (Fig 2, 170).. 

In claim 37, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system, comprising: 

a CPU, a main memory, an external storage device, and a network connection device, 
wherein the external storage device is a recording medium containing a data processing system 
program product; the data processing system program product having instructions for (Fig 2): 

allowing a client data processing system to access a server data processing system via a 
data processing system network (Col 9, lines 1-5); 

receiving a request over the data processing system network for an execution of a 
hardware setup program by the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 25-35); 

executing the hardware setup program on the server data processing system (Col 4, lines 

5-15); 

sending to the client data processing system one or more dynamic link modules for the 
hardware setup operation (Col 4, lines 25-35); and 

modifying the hardware configuration data on the client data processing system 
according to instructions generated by the hardware setup program on the server data processing 
system (Col 4, lines 25-35). 

For claim 38, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system of Claim 37, further 
comprising a reader for reading in the recorded contents of the recording medium (Fig 2, 150). 

In claim 39, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system according to Claim 37, 
wherein said reader is a portable recording medium reader (Fig 2, 150). 

For claim 40, Rakavy teaches about a data processing system according to Claim 37, 
wherein said reader is a network connection device (Fig 2, 170). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 

US Patent No 5,974,547 by Klimenko teaches about a technique for reliable network 
booting of an operating system to a client computer. 

US Patent No 5,913,058 by Bonola teaches about a system and method for using a real 
mode bios interface to read physical disk sectors after the operating system has loaded and 
before the operating system device drivers have loaded 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael S. A. Delgado whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8057. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 4.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (703)308-5221 . The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7239 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 
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November 19, 2002 
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